


	Environmental Sustainability 
	[image: Director]

	Element 3.3.1
Element 3.3.2
	Sustainable practices
Environmental responsibility and respect 
	

	Educators  Name:
	Date:

	Nominated Supervisor’s Name:



Note the following items are ideas. You do not have to complete all activities.
Please circle
	yes
	no
	N/A
	Educators encourage children and families to implement sustainable practices
eg reduce use of plastic bags, use reusable water bottle, pack litterless lunches, avoid heavily packaged food (single serves), avoid plastic straws, BYO shopping bags, compost, recycle


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Children share responsibility for  turning off unnecessary lights, taps, A/C


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Natural light and ventilation used when adequate


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Children share responsibility for adding food scraps to compost/worm garden


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Educators engage children in gardening activities eg cycle of planting, mulching, watering, growing, harvesting, cooking and eating food grown in garden


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Educators use current environmental news items  to intentionally teach respect for the environment


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Educators integrate learning about the environment and sustainability  into everyday activities


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Service implements strategy to purchase energy efficient appliances when required (including energy efficient light globes)


	yes
	no
	N/A
	All appliances turned off (at switch) at end o day


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Renovation plans include improvements to promote sustainability  eg mechanical tap timers, dual flush toilets, solar panels, separate lighting circuits


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Learning environments (inside and outside) include safe recycled resources


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Learning environments (inside and outside) include lots of diverse natural elements and loose parts


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Educators involve children in daily decisions about environmental issues eg  how to control snails in veggie patch


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Washing loads consolidated and each child’s linen only washed after weekly attendance  (unless soiled)


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Washing lines rather than dryers are used where possible


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Educators involve children in ‘real work’ responses to environmental challenges eg creating insect hotel


	yes
	no
	N/A
	The service has a ‘baseline’ measure of how much electricity, gas, water it uses and how much rubbish goes to landfill ie so it can measure future increases or reductions

	yes
	no
	N/A
	Educators and children monitor how much electricity, gas, water the service uses and how much rubbish goes to landfill eg in a large graph


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Educators use a rain gauge to measure rainfall and create a graph


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Worm farm is located in a central shaded area and included in daily routines


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Outside environment contains local native vegetation


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Strategies are used to reduce the use of water eg mulch, drip irrigation, planting of shade trees


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Children interact with service chickens/native bees (don’t sting) etc


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Bins labelled and have pictures of  rubbish children can put in there


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Service families used to maintain service where appropriate eg plumbers, electricians


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Electronic communications used to conserve paper (and meet families’ needs) where appropriate


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Families and local businesses/organisations regularly provide recycled paper/materials


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Educators extend learning and use intentional teaching to promote learning about eg the marine environment, plastics, water conservation, renewable resources (wind, solar, hydro), food chain,  forests, erosion, landfill


	yes
	no
	N/A
	Newsletter/family communications contain regular environmental section

	yes
	no
	N/A
	Partnerships to implement/promote sustainability have been established with local organisations



Comments and actions
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