
Dear Families,
Children are always curious about animals and currently we’re learning more about pets. We will be exploring what animals people usually keep as pets, caring for pets, learning what pets eat along with the characteristics, movements and sounds of different pets. We will also cover how to be safe around dogs, and the occupations involved in caring for animals. 

Some of the experiences we have planned to promote this learning include:

· Creating a dog-kennel for the dramatic play area
· Reading books about pets
· Drawing pictures with animals 
· Visiting our local animal shelter/pet store

· Bringing some of our pets into the centre to visit.
If you work with animals, or would be interested in bringing your pet in for ‘show and tell’, please let us know so we can organise an appropriate time for you to visit.

We believe it is important to create a link between learning undertaken at our Service and activities you may do with your child. At home, you could complete the following activities related to pets:
· Involving your child in the care of any pets you may have
· Providing magazines and newspapers for your child to create a collage of animals
· Talking about the pets you see on outings

Pets provide many benefits related to health and wellbeing. However, there are many factors to consider before adding a pet to you family.  Pets require an investment in time as well as money in order to be healthy and happy. Consider also things like allergies, yard-space and expenses associated with owning a pet. 
Educator Questions

1) How do you feel children have responded to this learning?

2) Was there any particular activity that children really liked 
Yes/No

3) If yes, what was it?

4) Could we improve learning about pets? 
Yes/No

5) If yes, how?
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