Assessmentfor Learning

Early Years Learning Framework Principle 5.0Ongoinglearning andreflective practice.
NQF Element 1.1.2 Each child's current knowledge, ideas, culture, abilities
and interests are the foundation of the program.

Building onfrom our in-depth look at EYLF assessment, |
have included a fantastic example from Happy Facesin
NSW. The exampleisa'Strength Tree'. EYLFisa
strength-based curriculum and what better way to show

or ‘communicate about children’s learning and

progress' as the EYLF says. The Strength Tree can be From the Guide to the
used as a 'way to collect rich and meaningful’ ) )
National Quality Framework

information, as another tool to be used when required,

or when we need a break from our other methods. _
Standard 1.1 Program — The educational program

enhances each child's learning and development.

Element 1.1.2 Each child’s current knowledge, strengths,
From Early Years ideas, culture, abilities and interests are the foundation of

the program.

Learning Framework -

Educators seek information from families and use a
Assessment for children’s learning variety of methods to gather information about each

refersto the process of gatheringand child’s knowledge, strengths, ideas, culture, abilities and

analysing information as evidence about interests as the foundation of a child-centred educational

. LA ight:
what children know, can do and program. Assessors may sight

. . e examples of how educators plan programs that are
understand. Itis part of an ongoing cycle
. . ) responsive to children’s knowledge, strengths, ideas,
that includes planning, documenting and . _

culture, abilities and interests

evaluating children’s learning. e evidence that information about each child, their

Itisimportant because itenables family, culture and community is collected and used

educators, in partnership with families, to plan programs.

children and other professionals to -

o planeffectively for children’s
currentand future learning and

e communicate about children’s learning
and progress.
Educators use a variety of strategies to collect,

document, organise, synthesise andinterpret
theinformationthat they gather to assess
children’s learning. They search for
appropriate ways to collect rich and
meaningful information that depicts
children’s learning in context, describes
their progress and identifies their strengths,

skills and understandings.




Strength

Trees

\_ At Happy Faces. )

This year we have incorporated something new in your child’s
portfolio — Strength Trees. At Happy Faces we have really
embraced the new Early Years Learning Framework where we
take a holistic approach to every child’s learning. We have a
vision for every individual child, whereby we endeavour to
discover every layer to your child’s life. We use the Weekend
Book, we ask parents, we engage in meaningful conversations
with the children in an effort to really understand what your
child enjoys and what they already know. We write these
down and then go one step further by using this knowledge to
further “strengthen their branches and be able to grow
further”. Around the strength tree you will see lots of
wonderful experiences for your child to enjoy which is based
on their interests and where we are able to incorporate
valuable learning.

We hope you enjoy this new way of recording children’s
learning as much as we have enjoyed planning a more
individualised way of programming for your child.
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