
 

Assessment for Learning 
Early Years Learning Framework Principle 5. Ongoing learning and reflective practice. 

NQF Element 1.1.2  Each child's current knowledge, ideas, culture, abilities 
and interests are the foundation of the program. 

 

Building on from our in-depth look at EYLF assessment, I 

have included a fantastic example from Happy Faces in 

NSW. The example is a 'Strength Tree'. EYLF is a 

strength-based curriculum and what better way to show 

or ‘communicate about children’s learning and 

progress' as the EYLF says. The Strength Tree can be 

used as a 'way to collect rich and meaningful' 

information, as another tool to be used when required, 

or when we need a break from our other methods. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Guide to the 

National Quality Framework 

 
Standard 1.1 Program – The educational program 

enhances each child's learning and development. 

 Element 1.1.2 Each child’s current knowledge, strengths, 

ideas, culture, abilities and interests are the foundation of 

the program. 

Educators seek information from families and use a 

variety of methods to gather information about each 

child’s knowledge, strengths, ideas, culture, abilities and 

interests as the foundation of a child-centred educational 

program. Assessors may sight: 

• examples of how educators plan programs that are 

responsive to children’s knowledge, strengths, ideas, 

culture, abilities and interests  

• evidence that information about each child, their 

family, culture and community is collected and used 

to plan programs. 

From Early Years 

Learning Framework -  

Assessment for children’s learning 

refers to the process of gathering and 

analysing information as evidence about 

what children know, can do and 

understand. It is part of an ongoing cycle 

that includes planning, documenting and 

evaluating children’s learning.  

It is important because it enables 

educators, in partnership with families, 

children and other professionals to - 

• plan effectively for children’s 

current and future learning and 

• communicate about children’s learning 
and progress. 

Educators use a variety of strategies to collect, 

document, organise, synthesise and interpret 

the information that they gather to assess 

children’s learning. They search for 

appropriate ways to collect rich and 

meaningful information that depicts 

children’s learning in context, describes 

their progress and identifies their strengths, 

skills and understandings. 
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