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3.2.2 Resources support play-based learning Week 21 – 17.7.23   
Monday to Friday 

Resources, materials and equipment allow for multiple uses, are sufficient in number, and enable every child to 
engage in play-based learning. 

Section 3. Learning what is required for meeting. 
 

The following section will show you exactly what to do 
to ensure your practice is meeting. You do not need to 
complete this section if you have successfully 
completed ‘Section 2’. 

Why is the element important? 
Element 3.2.2 and understood resources and 
equipment should: 

1. allow children to use them in multiple ways, and 
the environment to be regularly rearranged 

2. be plentiful and accessible so children don’t need to 
wait very long to use them 

3. support all children’s interests and abilities  
4. support all aspects of the program and learning 

outcomes 
5. challenge children and support appropriate risk 

taking.  
 
What could potentially go wrong if educators didn’t do 
the above? 

Allow children to use them in multiple ways and the 
environment to be regularly rearranged: Children's 
creativity and problem-solving skills may be limited as 
they are confined to predetermined uses of materials, 
equipment, games and toys. Opportunities for open-
ended play and exploration may be missed, hindering 
children's imagination and divergent thinking. 
 
Be plentiful and accessible so children don't need to 
wait very long to use them: Children may become 
frustrated and disengaged if they constantly have to 
wait for their turn to access resources, leading to a lack 
of enthusiasm and reduced learning opportunities. It 
may contribute to inequity, as some children may have 
more access to resources while others are left waiting, 
impacting their sense of belonging and participation. 
 
Support all children's interests and abilities: Children's 
diverse interests and abilities may be overlooked, 
leading to a lack of engagement and disconnection from 
the learning experiences. 

It may result in a one-size-fits-all approach, failing to 
meet the individual needs and developmental stages of 
children. 
 
Support all aspects of the program and learning 
outcomes: Learning outcomes may not be fully 
achieved if the resources and equipment do not align 
with the intended goals of the program. The learning 
experiences may lack coherence and fail to provide a 
comprehensive and holistic learning environment. 
 
Challenge children and support appropriate risk-
taking: Children's development of resilience, problem-
solving, and decision-making skills may be hindered if 
they are not provided with opportunities to take 
appropriate risks. It may limit their ability to develop 
confidence and independence, as they are not 
encouraged to explore and navigate challenges in a 
supported and safe environment. 

 
 It's important that resources, 
materials and equipment allow 
for multiple uses, are sufficient in 
number, and enable every child 

to engage in play-based learning.  

Resource Rotation: Create a system where resources 
are regularly rotated and introduced in different 
learning areas. This ensures that children have access to 
a variety of materials, promoting engagement and 
exploration. Children will tell you when to change by 
appearing bored with the current selection.  

Flexible Materials: Provide open-ended and versatile 
materials, such as loose parts, building blocks, and art 
supplies, that can be used in multiple ways. Encourage 
children to think creatively and experiment with 
different combinations and uses of these materials. 
Make sure you use big things like pallets that take team 
work, especially good for children like Levi that loves 
the outdoors and is strong.  
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Repurposing and Recycling: Encourage educators and 
children to repurpose and recycle materials to create 
new resources. For example, cardboard boxes can be 
transformed into cubby houses, ramps, or even musical 
instruments. This practice promotes creativity, 
resourcefulness, and sustainability. Especially good 
when you need to get twin boys who are obsessed with 
ramps to move to a different location. 

Individual Exploration Kits: Create individual 
exploration kits that contain a variety of materials 
tailored to each child's interests and developmental 
needs. This ensures that every child has access to 
resources that engage and challenge them at their own 
pace. This can be as simple as pictures of motor bikes in 
a lose leaf folder for Archie who loves motorbikes.  

Collaborative Planning: Involve children in the planning 
process by asking for their input on the types of 
resources and materials they would like to use. Engage 
in discussions and brainstorming sessions to understand 
their interests and preferences, ensuring that the 
resources selected reflect their diverse needs. 

Resource Monitoring: Regularly assess the availability 
and condition of resources and materials. Ensure that 
there are enough materials for all children to engage in 
play-based learning without having to wait for extended 
periods. Replace or replenish worn-out or damaged 
materials promptly. 

Learning Environment Layout: Design the learning 
environment to support multiple uses of resources. 
Create flexible spaces that can be easily rearranged to 
accommodate different activities and promote 
exploration. Allow children to have agency in organizing 
and arranging resources to meet their play and learning 
needs. 

Diversity and Inclusivity: Ensure that resources and 
materials reflect the diversity of the children's 
backgrounds, cultures, and abilities. Incorporate 
inclusive materials, books, and visuals that represent a 
variety of experiences, promoting a sense of belonging 
and understanding among all children. 

Documentation and Reflection: Regularly document 
children's engagement with different resources and 
materials. Reflect on how the resources support play-
based learning and contribute to children's 
development and learning outcomes. Use this 

information to inform future resource selection and 
planning. 

Professional Development and Collaboration: Engage 
in ongoing professional development and collaborate 
with other educators and professionals to stay updated 
on best practices in resource selection and play-based 
learning. Share ideas, experiences, and resources with 
colleagues to continuously enhance the learning 
environment. 

 
 
After reading these points, which one(s) do you think 
you are doing well? Describe your practice in detail so it 
can go directly into you QIP or SAT (NSW only). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After reading these points, which one(s) do you think 
you need to work on? Describe how you could improve 
your practice. 
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