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Regula�on 74 mandates that 
approved providers document 
assessments of each preschool-
aged child's developmental needs, 
interests, experiences, and 
par�cipa�on, as well as their 
progress against the educa�onal 

program's outcomes. When preparing this 
documenta�on, providers must consider the dura�on 
of the child's educa�on and care within the service 
and ensure the documenta�on's usability by 
educators and comprehensibility to parents. The aim 
is to foster a tailored educa�onal approach, 
suppor�ng children's developmental journeys 
effec�vely. Non-compliance with these requirements 
may result in a compliance direc�on. 

Why is the element important? 
Looking at the element in detail - Element 1.3.1 a 
Planning Cycle includes: 

• Observing/Collecting information - what are 
children doing, how are they interacting etc?  

• Analysing the information - what do children 
know, what can they do, what do they understand 
in relation to the learning outcomes. 

• Planning learning - strategies to support 
individual and group achievement of learning 
outcomes based on observations, analysis, family 
input and community.  

• Implementing plans  
• Documenting learning – makes learning and 

planning cycle visible, promotes shared learning.  
• Reflec�ng and evalua�ng – can occur at every 

stage to improve learning outcomes. 
 
What could poten�ally go wrong if educators didn’t 
do the above? 

Inadequate Individual Support: Without observing 
and collec�ng informa�on on each child, educators 
might miss crucial details about a child's 
developmental needs, interests, and abili�es. This 
oversight can lead to a one-size-fits-all approach that 

fails to support individual learning and development 
effec�vely. 

Misalignment with Developmental Needs and 
Learning Outcomes: Failing to analyse informa�on 
about what children know, can do, and understand in 
rela�on to the learning outcomes can result in 
programs that are either too challenging or not 
challenging enough, poten�ally hindering children's 
engagement and progress. 

Ineffec�ve Planning and Implementa�on: Without a 
thorough planning process that incorporates 
observa�ons, analyses, family input, and community 
context, the learning environment may not foster 
children's development or capture their interests. This 
can lead to missed opportuni�es for learning and 
engagement. 

Lack of Engagement with Families and Community: 
The planning cycle includes incorpora�ng feedback 
and insights from families and the community. Not 
doing so can lead to a disconnect between the 
educa�onal se�ng and the child's wider world, 
reducing the relevance and impact of learning 
experiences. 

Invisible Learning and Progress: Documen�ng 
learning is essen�al for making the educa�onal 
process visible to children, educators, and families. 
Without this, there's a risk of undervaluing children's 
achievements and educators' efforts, leading to a lack 
of recogni�on and celebra�on of progress. 

Stagna�on and Lack of Improvement: Regular 
reflec�on and evalua�on at every stage are cri�cal for 
con�nuous improvement. Without this, educators 
may persist with ineffec�ve strategies or overlook 
emerging needs, compromising the quality of 
educa�on and care. 
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 To address poten�al challenges 
arising from not assessing and 
planning include: 

 
Enhanced Observa�on Techniques: Educators should 
employ a variety of observa�on methods to capture 
the nuanced aspects of each child's development. 
Training in observa�onal strategies can help educators 
beter understand and support individual learning 
needs. 
 
Observa�ons and work sample analysis: 
Implemen�ng a systema�c approach to analysing the 
informa�on gathered about children's capabili�es and 
learning needs can ensure programs are aligned with 
both developmental needs and learning outcomes. 
This may involve professional development in child 
development and assessment tools. 
 
Inclusive Planning Process: Planning should be a 
collabora�ve effort that includes input from children, 
families, and the community. Workshops or mee�ngs 
with stakeholders can foster a shared understanding 
and ensure that plans are relevant and engaging. 
 
Family and Community Engagement: Developing 
strong communica�on channels with families and the 
community enhances the relevance of the learning 
environment. This could include regular updates, 
family nights, and community projects that allow for 
direct involvement and feedback. 
 
Systema�c Documenta�on: Establishing a clear, 
consistent approach to documen�ng learning and 
development helps make progress visible. Training in 
documenta�on methods and the use of digital 
pla�orms can streamline this process, ensuring that 
achievements are recognised and celebrated. 
 
Ongoing Professional Development: Encouraging 
educators to engage in con�nuous learning and 
reflec�ve prac�ce can prevent stagna�on. Professional 
development opportuni�es should focus on emerging 
educa�onal strategies, technologies, and insights into 
child development. 
 

Quality Improvement Plans: Regularly reviewing and 
upda�ng quality improvement plans based on 
reflec�ons and evalua�ons can ensure that 
educa�onal prac�ces evolve to meet the changing 
needs of children and regulatory standards. 
 
A�er reading these points, which one(s) do you think 
you are doing well? Describe your prac�ce in detail so 
it can go directly into you QIP or SAT (NSW only). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A�er reading these points, which one(s) do you think 
you need to work on? Describe how you could 
improve your prac�ce. 
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